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Sissonville Historical Society
Kicks Off!

By TRAVIS BALDWIN

The Sissonville Historical Society kicked off its
first season at the organizational meeting on
Thursday, September 5™ 2024 at the Sissonville
Public Library.

This initial meeting was attended by 20
enthusiastic community members as they were
signed up for membership and discussed plans
for the future.

The following officers of the society were
elected: President Travis F. Baldwin, Vice
President Joan Baldwin, Membership Secretary
Heather Harrison, and Treasurer JoAnn Rhodes
Jones-Green. The office of Corresponding
Secretary remains open. Each officer will serve
a 4-year term.

We Want Your Old Photos!

The Sissonville Historical Society is looking for
old photos of your ancestors, homesteads, and
other community photos of historical interest,
and we need your help!
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A simple way to do this is to use the camera on
your phone to take a clear snapshot of the photo
in good, but not glaring, light. Align your shot
with a steady hand directly over the photo and
save it to your phone. Use the editing features to
crop the photo, then upload to our Facebook
page. Please provide as much information as
you have about your photo, such as site location,
names of people (left to right and/or row by row)
etc.

Left: Photo of

George William
and Mary Susan
(Moore) Minner.

George was born
on 8 Jul 1846 in
Mercer, Virginia,
the son of Joseph
Harper Minner
and Elizabeth
(Meadows)
Minner. He was the brother of Bertha R. J.
Minner, Rebecca C. Minner, John Lewis Minner
and Martha Kernelia (Minner). George married
1st Margaret Jane (King) Moore about 1875 in
Clay, West Virginia. In the 1880 census his
grandson, Henry C., was living with them.

He married 2nd Mary Susan (Moore) Minner on
26 Mar 1899. He was the father of Herman
Custer Minner and William Ralph Minner.

During the Civil War, George lied about his age
and joined the Union Army — 2nd Regiment,
West Virginia Cavalry. George is buried in the
Porters Creek Cemetery, Porter, Clay County,
West Virginia.
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Mission and Vision Statements of the Sissonville Historical Society

The mission of the Sissonville Historical Society, a non-profit organization, is to locate, preserve, exhibit,
and promote the history and folklore of the Sissonville community and the Poca and Union districts of
Kanawha County, WV.

Our Vision
To fulfill our mission, we will:

o Identify opportunities to preserve our historical record and foster under- standing, awareness, and
enthusiasm of the significance of our history. Inspire a love of history through preservation and
education.

e Develop and disseminate educational materials to promote recognition of the history, conditions,
and early development of the region.

e Cultivate connections between people and place.

o Facilitate the success of history partners and practitioners in researching and preserving the
history of our community.

e In partnership with other community organizations, we will promote and support activities that
not only preserve but create history through active engagement.

e Communicate regularly with our members and supporters via monthly meetings and social media
including websites, Facebook, electronic newsletters, and e-mail.

Starting Your Journey:
Documenting Your Family History
— Part 1: Gathering Your Resources

Each journey begins with one step at a time. Even though you know your destination, you still must start
with making that first step, and, like all journeys, limit your activity and take rest breaks.

Step One: Compile information you already know about your family. Start gathering information by
compiling all the relevant information you have access to. Additionally, talk to any living family
members. Ask your relatives about your family history. Don't just try to get facts. Instead, ask for
memories and stories. Having a conversation with a family member can yield better information than just
trying to figure out who was where at a certain time. Go through your family's storage and look through
photo albums, family records like birth certificates, letters, diaries, and even newspaper clippings. You
can also email your distant relatives and ask for access to any information your relatives may have.
Gather everything that you think might help you. If a photo has a date or other information written on the
back, this could be a useful clue. (Continued on next page)
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Step Two: Find records from various sources. Online ancestry and
family history services can often provide much of what you need to
start filling in a family tree. For instance, in the United States, an
Ellis Island program offers free searches of historical records. Other
sites like Ancestry.com and WikiTree.com offer comprehensive
family tree building services as do other sites. Sort records by type.
You will be looking for various historical records in order to add
additional information to the family tree. Look for birth and death
certificates, marriage certificates, baptismal records, and other items
simultaneously. It's best to keep your records sorted and organized in

some method that works for you. You may like having separate
folders for each type. Record your information on family chart sheets and keep these in a 3-ring binder
with labeled dividers.

Step Three: Locate family memoirs and heirlooms. In many families, those who have come before you
have recorded specific important heritage and ancestry information. In some cases, an heirloom is in the
form of a printed book or a memoir that includes genealogy data. Other times, families record genealogy
in a family Bible or other book or document. These resources will help you get a better start for your own
historic record.

Step Four: Use national historic resources Many countries offer national archives, such as the Library of
Congress and other resources for helping families develop personal genealogies. Look at public records
which can help you in your search for critical information on your heritage. If you're in the U.S.,
searching the U.S. census data is a most helpful resource. also look through military records if you had
family members who have been in the service. Many of these sources can be found on-line without
leaving a step from the comfort of your home.

Step Five: Choose a reference point. For the most coherent family tree, you'll want all of your research to
boil down to a specific person as a reference point. Your reference point is an individual in your family
that marks the beginning of the family tree structure. This can be yourself, one of your children, or
anyone else in your family. In most cases, starting with yourself is the most efficient and easiest method.
You may want to organize all documents by generation,
person, or side of your family after branching off from your
reference point. You may even want to create a spreadsheet
that lists all your family members so far. In columns next to
the name you can add relevant information. Include

information like geography, years alive, birthdate and death
date, etc.
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Step Six: Organize all your information. Gather all of the
information you have found and begin to organize it so that
you can easily find what you need. How you organize your
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information is up to you. It may seem overwhelming at first
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but remember to take baby steps! One person, one chart at

atime. There is no need to go at a full run — you are not
competing in a marathon!
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“And the sun took a step back, the leaves
lulled themselves to sleep, and Summer’s
Lease hat all too short a date.”

~WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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DID YOUR FAMILY SETTLE IN
THE SISSONVILLE AREA IN
THE 1790’S OR EARLY 1880°S?

If so, you may want to check out the Kanawha
County Family Tree Project at The Kanawha
County Family Tree Project (rootsweb.com) for

an extensive list of family surnames. When you
select a surname, you will be able to view an
alphabetical list of heads of households. Look
for potential matches for those people
highlighted in blue. By selecting a person, you
will be provided with a list of connecting family
members. I think many of you will be amazed at
what you may discover, so, happy hunting!
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U.S. MILITARY DRAFT RECORDS

U. S. military draft records are potentially
untapped sources of information on male
ancestors and sometimes their female family
members. Even men who didn’t serve in the
military may have had to register under one of
the conscription acts for the Civil War, World
War 1, or World War 11.

Questions the draft boards asked registrants
varied from war to war, and even from one
registration to the next. Typically, you’ll find
information about the registrant’s name,
residence, age, date and place of birth, race, US
citizenship and occupation.

You also may discover details about his marital
status, the name and address of a relative or
contact person, a physical description, and his
signature.

Birth information can tell you about births that
occurred before a state began keeping vital
records. A woman named as a man’s nearest
relative might narrow your search for a marriage
record.

Residence and occupation details can distinguish
your relative from others with the same name. If
you’re “missing” a person in census records, a
draft registration can indicate where he lived.
Descriptions of height, build, hair and eye color
can help you visualize your ancestor.

Civil War Draft Records

The first Union registration took place on 1 July
1863 with three smaller enrollments following.
such as wives and children and noted events in
their lives. Remember that surnames were
spelled and written phonetically by census takers
during early years, so also check out the
surnames that sound the same as the one you are
searching for example: Alts, Aults, or Aultz.


https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~maudenna/genealogy/
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~maudenna/genealogy/
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~maudenna/genealogy/
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~maudenna/genealogy/
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Northern draft registers typically show age on
the registration date, race, occupation or trade,
whether married, state or country of birth.

Even though he registered, your relative may not
have served in the war. Men could be exempted
from service if they were physically or mentally
impaired, only sons of dependent widows or
infirm parents, widowers or orphans supporting
young children, non-citizens, convicted of a
felony, or able to furnish a substitute or pay a
$300 fee.

The South also instituted a draft. The
Confederate Conscription Act of 1862 required
all white males aged 18-35 years to register.
This was extended to ages 17-50 by early 1864.
Ministers, teachers, civil officials, tradesmen,
railroad workers, and plantation owners were
typically exempt.

There are no consolidated lists of Confederate
registrations. Each Southern state conducted its
own drafts. Many times, troops raised by
conscripts were merged with existing units.
Relatively few Confederate conscription
registers survive today, and those that do can be
difficult to find. The best place to look for that
information is in state records compiled and
published after the war.

You may also search military enlistment rosters,
service records, state adjutant generals’ records,
military unit histories, military pension records,
newspapers, and county histories.

5
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“This Is My West Virginia"

This is my West Virginia, the home of all my
family, And the faces of her people ever glow
with loyalty.

The honest sweat born of honest toil is the only
way they know Here in my West Virginia, the
home that I love so.

This is my West Virginia, her beauty makes my
spirit whole, In the times of dread and anguish it
calms my fevered soul;

I lift mine eyes unto these hills, and they give
me power to go on Here in my West Virginia,
where [ was born.

This is my West Virginia, and free her sons will
always be We will stand behind our principles as
in 1863

Her pride will live and her strength will grow
'Til her mountains turn to dust; This is my West
Virginia, the land I trust.

This is my West Virginia, these hills that guard
my liberty

And her flag proclaims the legend
"Mountaineers are always free."

Where-ere I go, she will call to me through the
world in which I roam This is my West Virginia,
my land, my home.

ABOUT: In 1962, "This Is My West Virginia”
was named the official Centennial Song of West
Virginia. It was written and performed by
Charleston jazz performer Iris Bell. You can
listen to the song on YouTube: Iris was born 21
Jul 1934 and died 19 Apr 2008 (aged 73). She is
buried in the Albert E Humphreys Memorial
Cemetery in Sissonville. Iris was the daughter of
Aaron White, and Irene Humphreys Goode, who
was herself classically trained in voice.
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A SUMMER’S NIGHT

THE NIGHT IS DEWY AS A MAIDEN’S MOUTH,
THE SKIES ARE BRIGHT AS ARE A MAIDEN’S
EYES, SOFT AS A MAIDEN’S BREATH THE
WIND THAT FLIES

UP FROM THE PERFUMED BOSOM OF THE
SOUTH.

LIKE SENTINELS, THE PINES STAND IN THE
PARK; AND HITHER HASTENING, LIKE RAKES
THAT ROAM, WITH LAMPS TO LIGHT THEIR

WAYWARD FOOTSTEPS HOME, THE FIREFLIES
COME STAGG’RING DOWN THE DARK.

~PAUL LAWRENCE DUNBAR
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Time for Apple Cake!

2 cups sugar

1 cup veg. oil

3 1g. eggs

2 Y4 cups all-purpose flour
2 tsp. baking soda

Y5 tsp. salt

1 tsp. cinnamon

1 tsp. allspice

1 tsp. nutmeg

1 cup buttermilk

1 tsp. vanilla

3 apples peeled and diced.
1 cup chopped Black Walnuts
1 cup raisins (optional)

Cream together sugar, eggs, and oil until light
and flufty. Sift together flour, baking soda, salt.
and spices. Add all at once to buttermilk and
vanilla, beating smooth. Stir in apples, walnuts,
and raisins by hand. Pour into greased and
floured 10-inch tube pan. Bake for 1 hour in
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preheated 350° oven. Leave cake in pan but
loosen around sides and funnel before pouring
the orange glaze over it while still hot.

Orange Glaze: Combine % cup fresh orange
juice with 1 cup confectioners’ sugar in
saucepan. Heat, stirring constantly until all sugar
is dissolved.

[Recipe from Marie Cruickshank courtesy of her
granddaughter, Michele Sanders-Froehner.|

Your Society President

Travis
Franklin
Baldwin is
the son of
the late
Arthur
Herman
Baldwin
and Lura
Colleen
Robinson.

Travis grew

up at

Fisher’s Branch
of Tupper’s Creek during the 1950s and 60s,
graduating from Sissonville High School in
1969.

At an early age he became interested in history
and pursued this passion at Indiana Wesleyan
University, majoring in social studies and
secondary education. Following the receipt of a
Bachelor of Science degree, he went on to major
in Behavioral Studies and special education at
WVU College of Graduate Studies in
Charleston, WV, and received a master’s degree
at that institution.

Travis was employed as a teacher for 31 years at
Sissonville Middle School and Sissonville High
School, teaching social studies and special
education courses and retiring in 2014. He
continued his teaching career at the University
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of Charleston in the Dept. of Education, retiring
from that position in May 2022.

Travis married Ann Leslie Whittington (b.1955;
d. 2008), daughter of Bernard and Jean
Whittington. They have two sons, Daniel W.
Baldwin and Andrew K. Baldwin and two
grandchildren (Daniel), Aiden and Alexandrea.

Travis was a former member of the Sissonville
Historical Awareness Committee and helped
compile and edit Sissonville: A Time to
Remember (1988).

Always a cat lover, Travis is devoted to Sage,
Scrufty, and Pepper. When they allow him to, he
enjoys traveling, genealogy, reading, and
writing.

Pvt. Ira Otis Baldwin:
A Biographical Sketch

by Travis F. Baldwin

Ira Otis Baldwin was
Y ) bom 15 Mar 1921
on Grapevine
Creek,
Sissonville, WV
and died on 19
Nov 1944 at
Durboslar, Duren,
Norh Rhine-
Westphalia,
Germany. He is

buried in AL Plot J,

Row 16, Grave 10 at the Netherlands American
Cemetery in Margraten, Netherlands

Al

Ira Baldwin was the youngest child of Robert
Benjamin Baldwin and Sarah “Sally” Ann
Sigmon Baldwin. He is listed as residing at
home in the 1930 and 1940 census and
completed the 7th grade. Ira was employed by
United Carbon Fuel (Sissonville, WV) at the age
of 19.

7|Page

Ira enlisted in the U.S. Army on 16 Feb 1942 at
Clark, WV. He was 5’117 tall, weighed 135 Ibs.,
and had a light complexion with brown hair and
blue eyes. (Source: U.S., World War Il Army
Enlistment Records, 1938-1946). He departed
for training 28 October 1943 from Huntington,
West Virginia.

For 68 years my family did not know the exact
circumstances of my great uncle's death until I
received the following information from the
29th Infantry Division on 13 January 2012:

"Private Baldwin joined Company E, 115th
Infantry, on 4 Sept 1944 as a replacement, in the
middle of the regiment's attack on the city of
Brest, France. He was lightly wounded on Sept.
18 and returned to duty about a week later. He
participated in the 115th Infantry's attack on the
German town of Siersdorf
on November 18, 1944,
during which Company E
suffered heavy casualties.
The next day, the company
attacked the German town
of Durboslar. Private
Baldwin was listed as
"missing in action" during
that attack, but a few days
later his status was
changed to "killed in
action." He was awarded a
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster.

To be able to finally find out some of the details
of his death provided some personal closure for
me as | have wondered about the circumstances
of his death since childhood. I was always
intrigued by his military hat that my great
grandparents left hanging in their home until
they and my great, great aunt Martha died (age
105). Although I never knew him, he will never
be forgotten for the sacrifice that he made for his
country and by those he helped liberate!



